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In 1911, Sir Arthur Hardinge, who had become
British Ambassador in Lisbon, had some conversa-
tion with the Portuguese Foreign Minister upon
conditions in the Portuguese Colonies, and, to
quote his own words :
" I took the opportunity, however, of urging upon Senhor
Vasconcellos the extreme importance of putting an end
to the Angola scandals, which had for so long called
forth protests from humanitarians throughout the civi-
lised world, and which the Ministers of the Provisional
Government, shortly after the revolution of last year,
had themselves so unsparingly denounced, I had, I
said, heard serious complaints in official circles at Brussels
of the way in which slaves were kidnapped by Angola
caravans from the Kasai district of the Congo, which
showed that the charges made did not emanate solely
from missionaries or philanthropic sentimentalists." x
Mr. Consul Mackie, reporting to Lord Grey upon
the Portuguese contract system, describes, in lan-
guage that is at once both interesting and convincing,
the mentality of the labourer when " contracted/3
" The Angolan native, on the other hand, is contracted
in a wild state under circumstances of doubtful legality,
and is so convinced that he is a slave that nothing short
of repatriation, which should therefore be compulsory,
would serve to persuade him that, at least in the eyes of
the law, he is a free agent. It would obviously be use-
less to argue that the * serial' is not a slave merely
because he is provided with a legal contract, renewable
at the option of his employer, in which he is officially
proclaimed to be free." 2
1 Cmd. 6322, p. 59.                           2 Ibid. p. 29.